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Abstract

Most research orhe history of inequality in prandustrial economies has focused on either
wealth or income. Characterizing the distribution of wealth (resp., income) is problematic
owing to insufficient information about the distributionOs low (resp., high)Bawhusehe
sources and methodologies differ between these two approachesesh#s are not readily
comparable and it is difficult to establish links betweenréspective distributions that result.

In this paper, we shall use a unique data setiféerent regions of Spain circa 1750 and
present resulfé the first for any prEROthcentury econoniyon both income and wealth
distributions for the same sample of househdld®rmation on wealth and income is derived
from (respectively) probataventories and # Ensenada Cadastre. Our main findings are that
poor households aneot entirely absent from the data set of inventories, that a householdOs
position in theincome distribution is strongly correlated with its position in the wealth
distribution, andthat ncreases in a householdOs wealth are associated witharess
proportionalincreases in its income.
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FIGURE 2

SPAIN, CIRCA 1750
(PALENCIA, MADRID, GUADALAJARA, AND GRANADA)

Basque Provinces

Navarre

NCIA MAJORCA (Balearic Islands)

41



FIGURE 3

WEALTH AND TOTAL INCOME IN THE 194 INVENTORIES

Graph 1
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Source: Author calculations.

FIGURE 4

PERSONAL INCOME AS SHARE OF TOTAL INCOME

Graph 1: Total
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